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Green skills training boost welcomed

The ACTU and the Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) have welcomed the Federal
Government’s Skills for the Carbon Challenge plan which will commit $25.7 million to drive
green skills and training development.

A major report by the ACF and ACTU shows Australia has the potential to generate up to
500,000 additional green collar jobs by 2030 and mu  lti-billion dollar export opportunities. Both
organisations believe the Government’s initiative i s a welcome step towards this goal.

ACTU President Sharan Burrow said: “It will help ou r global competitiveness and give
incentives to industries to train people for sustai nable jobs.

“Resourcing skills development and creating a knowl edge base here in Australia means we are
not buying in expertise from overseas and will posi tion us well to take advantage of new
technology as the economy recovers.”

Support for apprentices is important, as young peop le are being hard hit by the economic
downturn.

“We hope this Federal Government initiative will be the start of a more ambitious long term
plan for green collar job creation.”

ACF executive director Don Henry said: “It's import ant for Australia to identify and develop the
green skills, knowledge and jobs that are needed to move Australia to a low carbon economy.

“This initiative is a modest but welcome step. By being ambitious about climate change action
Australia can create hundreds of thousands of new j obs. To get there we need to equip
Australian workers with the skills they will need t o succeed.”

Ms Burrow said initiatives such as the Victorian Pl umbing Industry Climate Action Centre
which has been set up jointly by the Victorian Plum bers Union and industry stakeholders, with
support from the State Government, is an example of what can be done when industry and
unions work together.
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