Karen Ackerman

Political Director,  AFL-CIO


Karen Ackerman, Political Director of the AFL-CIO, active in the Labor Movement for more than 30 years, started as an organizer in the early ‘70’s organizing hospital workers in the Philadelphia area.  Moving to New York in 1979, she used her talents organizing clerical and white-collar workers for District 65 UAW with her responsibilities expanding to include negotiating contracts, handling arbitration cases and grievances.


She later joined the CWA organizing clerical and telephone workers.  During this time, Ackerman also worked on a New York mayoral race and a U.S. Senate race,  working on field operations as well as liaison to the labor community.


In 1986, the New York State Public Employees Federation, a 60,000 member state workers local affiliated with the AFT and SEIU, tapped Ackerman as Political Director where she continued to organize union members to work on political campaigns as well as work on campaigns directly herself.


In the 1989 New York City mayoral race, Ackerman ran the labor effort for Dinkins in Brooklyn for the Central Labor Council.


As campaign manager for Nydia Velazquez in 1992, Karen ran a successful campaign against incumbent Steven Solarz for the newly created Congressional seat in the 12th District of New York.  Moving to Washington, DC after the race, she became Chief of Staff for Congresswoman Velazaquez and remained in that position until 1996, when Ackerman joined the AFL-CIO Political Department to direct the Labor ’96 program.


In 1997, she was appointed AFL-CIO Deputy Political Director and continued to oversee the Political program as well as direct the AFL-CIO PAC.


Immediately following the 2002 elections and the departure of Steve Rosenthal, President Sweeney asked Karen to accept the position of Political Director, and in January 2003, Ackerman became the first woman ever to be appointed Political Director of the AFL-CIO.  

In 2004, Ackerman led the AFL-CIO's presidential election mobilization effort, focusing on issues of economic security and engaging record numbers of union members in the political process.  In November 2004, one in every four voters came from a union family and union members voted more than 2 to 1 for John Kerry and other union endorsed candidates.

In the mid-term elections of November 2006, Ackerman ran an intense member mobilization program, targeting 13.4 million union voters in 32 states nationwide.  Labor 2006 recruited and deployed over 205,000 union volunteers in their work sites and their communities.  Union households again accounted for one of every four voters, and union members played a key role in delivering democratic majorities in the House and Senate, voting 74% to 26% for democratic candidates nationwide.

And in the critical presidential election of November 2008, Ackerman directed the largest, broadest and most targeted political program in AFL-CIO history, helping to deliver historic wins for working families at every level – the White House, Congress,  and Governor’s offices and state legislatures across the country.  More than 250,000 AFL-CIO volunteers mobilized 13 million union voters in 24 battleground states -- 13 Senate races, 60 House contests as well as the presidential race.  In the final four days of the election, the AFL-CIO’s “Final Four” GOTV program reached millions of union voters in battleground states.  Over the course of the campaign, volunteers made 76 million phone calls, knocked on 14 million doors and delivered 29 million flyers at worksites.  In addition, the AFL-CIO and its affiliate unions sent 57 million pieces of mail to union households.  84 percent of union members in battleground states said they heard from their union during the 2008 election cycle.
3/09

