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Disclaimer: The macro – 

economic scenarios, as well 

as the combinations of clean 

energy technologies and 

policies utilised in the NIEIR 

report represent just some of 

the possible pathways to a 

cleaner economy and world in 

the 2010–30 period. As such, 

their use in the NIEIR report 

should not be construed as a 

specific endorsement of all such 

approaches by ACF or  

the ACTU. 
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Foreword

saving jobs or saving the environment. On a global 
scale, action has also been stalled by those claiming 
Australia is in danger of doing “too much, too soon”. 

The real debate, however, is about the cost to 
Australian jobs, our economy and planet if we do 
“too little, too late”.

The choice is simple: invest and innovate now to 
secure our long-term future or pay the price in 
extra economic costs, job losses and an increasingly 
damaged environment if Australia doesn’t act.

Creating Jobs – Cutting Pollution, commissioned by 
the Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) and 
the Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) from 
the National Institute of Economic and Industry 
Research, follows the 2008 report, Green Gold Rush, 
which found that ambitious environmental and 
industry policy could create an additional 500,000 
jobs in six sectors by 2030.

Creating Jobs – Cutting Pollution again demonstrates 
in more detail that strong action to clean up pollution 
will create jobs across all regions, generating higher 
and cleaner living standards as well as a healthier 
environment as we shift to a cleaner economy.

Don Henry           Sharan Burrow 
 

Action to reduce pollution can go hand-in-
hand with job creation and a prosperous 
and environmentally healthy Australia.

As this report Creating Jobs – Cutting Pollution 
demonstrates, Australia could create more  
than 770,000 extra jobs by 2030 by taking strong 
action now to reduce pollution.

The jobs identified are not just “green collar” 
jobs, but new jobs in traditional industries such 
as agriculture, mining, manufacturing and the 
services sector.

Using extensive economic modelling, the report 
shows that every region of Australia – even those 
dependent on coal, electricity generation, or heavy 
industry – can benefit from more jobs – but only if 
we act decisively now.

While action must include a price on pollution, a 
range of other policy tools must also be utilised  
for the best possible outcome.

Failure to grasp the challenge will put a brake on 
Australia’s economic growth and limit the potential 
for new job creation.

Too often, public discussion about improving our 
environment lapses into a false choice between 










































































