SHIPBUILDING


1980 DECISION 


Congress notes that despite real attempts by the trade union movement to resolve many of the problems besetting the Australian Shipbuilding Industry, and in particular to give effect to the 1975 ACTU Congress policy, large scale

shipbuilding in Australia has ceased.

The industry has been reduced to building vessels of less than 6,000 GRT with the resultant effect being a substantial loss of job opportunities particularly in Newcastle and Whyalla regions.

Congress further notes that despite the efficient and competitive nature of the small shipbuilding companies,

orders are still being placed in overseas shipyards for vessels capable of being built by the Australian industry.

This continues to cause real concern throughout the industry as to its ability to continue operating at least until 1985

when the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) predicts an upturn in world shipbuilding orders.

Congress is aware that the problems of the Australian shipbuilding and ship repair industry are twofold.  One is

the immediate need to provide sufficient work to enable the industry to stay afloat.  This is essential if sufficient time is to be allowed to enable the major restructuring of the industry to take place, so necessary to put it on a viable and efficient basis.  In pursuance of the objective of establishing a viable, efficient and planned shipbuilding

and ship repair industry, Congress declares that:

1.
The Australian Government should reaffirm its stated


objective of maintaining and building a viable and efficient


shipbuilding and ship repair industry.

2.
There should be greater Government financial assistance


to the industry, not only in the form of subsidies but


assistance in the area of aiding the industry to purchase


new plant and equipment and to introduce new production


techniques, is essential if a strong, viable and planned


shipbuilding and ship repair industry is to become a


reality.

3.
A National Advisory Body should be formed consisting of


shipbuilders, maritime and shipbuilding unions, ship owners,


suppliers and Government, to meet regularly to review and


consider the development of the industry with a view of


co-ordination, development and planning of a long-term


program for the industry.

4.
A National Shipbuilding College should be established


which would embrace a design, research, development and


training centre. 5.
There should be an interchange of


workers between Australian shipyards, and an inter-change of


workers between Australian shipyards and overseas shipyards


with similar work situations in order to examine new


techniques and develop interchange of ideas.

5.
There should be an interchange of workers between Australian


shipyards, and an interchange of workers between Australian 


shipyards and overseas shipyards with similar work situations 


in order to examine new techniques and develop interchange


of ideas.

6.
The amalgamation of unions involved in the shipbuilding


and ship repair industry should be encouraged with a view to


the eventual establishment of one shipbuilding union, in


accordance with ACTU policy.

In order to overcome the short-term problems with which the industry is faced, Congress declares that:

1.
The National Shipbuilding Committee established under the


auspices of the ACTU must continue.  This Committee


comprises representatives elected by each shipyard from


union delegates and union officials elected from a meeting


of unions in the industry.  It meets on a quarterly basis to


consider matters raised by the National Advisory Body


concerning the industry on the national scene, and forwards


items to the National Advisory Body for consideration.

2.
All repair and refit work on Australian flag vessels


should be carried out in Australian shipyards or ship repair


facilities (except where damage or service requirements


arise in overseas ports).

3.
The Australian flag vessels should be constructed in


Australian shipyards, except where they are urgently


required or where it is proven that Australian yards cannot


meet the required construction dates (provided that


sufficient notice is given to the industry), or the proposed


vessel cannot be constructed with the currently available


facilities.

4.
No vessel capable of being built in Australian shipyards


(except those exceptions already mentioned) to be accepted


on the Australian coast.

5.
The Australian Government in conjunction with State


Governments to take action to force foreign flag ship owners


regularly engaged in Australian trade to carry out a portion


of their ship repair activity in Australian ship repair


facilities.

6.
Australian unions to take all action necessary to support


a campaign to require foreign flag ship owners regularly


engaged in Australian trade to carry out a portion of their


ship repair work in Australian ship repair facilities.

7.
The ACTU Shipbuilding and Ship Repair Committee continue


to report to the Executive as to the activities required by


affiliates to give effect to Congress policy.
