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Preamble 

Congress notes with alarm that nearly 200 workers are killed at work and over two thousand 

more die as a result of work related illness each year Annually, over 4 million working weeks are 

lost due to work related injury and illness. The lives of many more workers and their families are 

devastated by workplace violence including gendered violence, sexual and racial discrimination, 

and workplace bullying. 

Congress notes the continuing harm caused by workplace disease such as black lung (coal 

workers pneumoconiosis), silicosis and cancers such as those associated with diesel and welding 

fumes and the persistence of asbestos related cancers 

Congress notes that insecure work, in its many forms, and increasing income inequality are 

linked to poor safety and have negative impacts on both the physical and psychosocial health of 

workers. Conversely, the provision of secure, ongoing work is a key factor in improving health and 

safety outcomes.  

It is clear that the rules are broken and need to change. Companies are increasingly avoiding 

their legal and moral responsibilities to keep workers safe. Big business has too much power, 

and in some cases, is literally getting away with murder. 

By addressing the current imbalance of power in favour of corporations, the Change the rules 

campaign is essential to improving the health and safety of workers.  

Congress notes the many campaigns undertaken by the union movement since the last Congress 

which aim to prevent further injury and death. 

Only by changing the rules to improve worker health and safety can real progress be made in 

reducing work related disease and injury. These campaigns have focused on achieving improved 

laws which lift occupational health and safety standards, eliminating hazards (for example, 

fatigue, workplace violence), and improving the performance of regulators by getting them to 

place greater emphasis on unannounced workplace visits and enforcement activities. 

 

 

 

 



 

Motion  

Congress reaffirms its support for, and resolves to work towards 

a) The introduction of corporate manslaughter laws; 

b) Preventing the use of corporate restructuring practices and insurance 

arrangements to avoid OHS penalties; 

c) Meaningful measures, including dedicated laws, to tackle fatigue in the road & 

rail transport industries; 

d) Enshrining the health rights of workers in national OHS regulatory regime; 

e) Significantly strengthening the importation ban on asbestos so it is effectively 

enforced, this includes removing legal loopholes; 

f) Improved consumer laws to protect the community from hazardous imported 

goods and which allow the Australian Consumer and Competition Commission to 

act in real time; 

g) Increasing the role of workers and unions in the work of OHS regulators; 

h) Transforming key national OHS bodies such as Comcare, the Safety, 

Rehabilitation and Compensation Commission, the National Heavy Vehicle 

Regulator, National Rail Safety Regulator; Federal Safety Commissioner and the 

National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 

into effective regulators with the active involvement of workers and their unions; 

i) Enhancing co-ordination and cooperation between OHS regulators and policy 

making bodies at a national and state and territory level; 

j) The mandating of crush protection devices on quad bikes; 

k) The adequate funding for Asbestos Safety and Eradication Agency; 

l) The establishment of a new federal body to oversee the chemical regulatory 

regime. 

Every worker has a right to a safe workplace. We must never accept that injury, illness, or death 

is the cost of doing business. 

Mover: Michael Borowick      Union:  ACTU 

 

Seconder: Andrew Dettmer     Union:  AMWU 

 

CARRIED. 


