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australian council of trade unions

the wealth gap in australia is large and growing. we asked a 
representative sample of australians about how they think wealth is 
distributed in our country, and what they ideally want it to be.

Who’s got what?
WEALTH INEQUALITY IN AUSTRALIA

AUSTRALIANS DRAMATICALLY UNDERSTATE WEALTH INEQUALITY 
IN OUR SOCIETY AND WANT A MUCH MORE EQUAL SOCIETY

The wealthiest 20% of Australians 
own 61% of the wealth. 

Debt Up Profits Up, Wages Down

The poorest 20% own  
1% of the wealth.
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the full original empirica/actu research report and more information  
is available on the actu website www.actu.org.au

Source: ABS  
National Accounts



the full original empirica/actu research report and more information  
is available on the actu website www.actu.org.au

The minimum wage is 
$15 an hour, or $570 a 
week, or $29,640 a year.

Source: 
ABS 3218.0

Estimated minimum wage is $16.80 per hour compared 
to $15 which is an extra $68.40 a week or $3,556.80 a year.

$34.50
To take an adult and  
a child to see a movie.
Source: Hoyts Online

Hours a minimum wage worker will have to work....

$97.50
To fill up a tank of a  
family car with petrol 
(68L tank at 5th May 2011 average metro price)

australian council of trade unions

we asked a representative sample of australians what  
they thought the minimum wage per hour is. they got it wrong...

This is also $40.40 more than the ACTU claim for an extra $28 a week. 
82.6% of Australians support an increase to the minimum wage.

Who gets what?
THE MINIMUM WAGE IN AUSTRALIA

1.36 million people  
earn minimum wages.
This is more than double Tasmania’s  
entire population which is 507,600.


