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A FAIR GO FOR INJURED JOCKEYS

WELLINGTON

When you're on a horse going 60 km/h with several others
around you, you just need one thing to go wrong ...




AUSTRALIAN JOCKEYS:
A snapshot

There are 840 professional jockeys in

Australia, including apprentices.

I 40% have had a fall in the last 12 months
that has prevented them from riding

I 63% believe improving safety is the top
priority for the industry

I Only 45% rate the standard of the tracks
they ride at as ‘good’

I 69% have struggled to pay for food and bills
during their racing career

I 22% have no superannuation

I 41% have no private health insurance

I 27% travelled more than 50,000 km to
race last year, with another 46% travelling
between 20,000 and 50,000 km.

Source 2010 AJA member survey

AUSTRALIAN RACING:

A snapshot

I Racing generates more than $5 billion in
economic activity to the national economy
I $1.76 billion of that $5 billion comes from
Victoria and $1.7 billion from New South
Wales, delivering more than 68% of the total
economic impact
I The racing industry generates more
than $610 million in taxes paid to state
governments and more than $560 million in
taxes paid to the Federal Government
I State Government taxes raised by racing:
NSW $231 million
VIC $184 million
WA $57 million
NT $6.6 million
QLD $97 million
SA $27 million
ACT $5 million Source Economic Impact

- of Australian Racing,
TAS $8.7 million IER Pty Ltd, August 2007.




DRIVES DARRYL'S

MOVE INTO TRAINING

Darryl Johnston is philosophical about
the realities jockeys face.

“When you are on a horse going 60km/h with

“The new wheelchair is a lot better,” says Darryl.
“It's higher off the ground and | can get across
any sort of terrain on it. It means | can get out to
see the horses work every day. If's really improved
my ability to train horses.”

The future is still uncertain but he’s hopeful more
owners will give him a go and he'll be able to
make a long-term career out of training.

One of the horses he trains is Fea Dynasty, the
last winner he ever rode.

“We've won two Country Cups, so we've had a
bit of luck with him,” says Darryl.

With the run he’s had Darryl can use all the luck —

five others around, you just need one thing to and all the support - he can get.

go wrong and you're on the ground.”

Something went very wrong for Darryl, 26,
during a race in December 2007.

He was sitting behind the leader on the track
at Rockhampton when the horse in front of him
collapsed and died of a heart attack. Darryl's
horse crashed into the horse in front and Darryl
was thrown off, hitting a fence pole. His back,
pelvis and wrist were broken.

1. A jockey who sustained a serious heart
condition due to a fall. This injury was career
ending as the jockey was unable to obtain

medical clearance to ride again.
“ knew straight away | had broken my back,”

says Darryl. “l had no feeling from my chest
down. | couldn’'t move.”

2. A jockey who sustained permanent brain
injury in a fall at Wagga, now cared for by

elderly parents.
After enduring months of treatment in hospital,

Darryl figured that while he couldn’t walk or
move his lower body, he could still stay in the
racing industry as a trainer.

3. Paid funeral expenses for a jockey who died
as a result of severe head injuries sustained in
arace fall in Adelaide.

But there are many more injured jockeys
who need help - our list of applications for
assistance is growing by the week.

It hasn't been easy. There are many challenges
to training horses from a wheelchair. With

his basic, non-motorised wheelchair Darryl

had trouble getting across the terrain at the
racetrack and couldn't get out to see the horses
work.

There is a high incidence of suicide among
jockeys. Injured jockeys struggle to find
alternative employment, as they usually leave
school at a young age. When injured, they are
left with physical and/or mental disabilities and
no other job skills.

Money has also been extremely tight for Darryl,
who lives with his jockey girlfriend.

To support Darryl's ambitions to become a
trainer, the National Jockeys Trust sourced and
purchased the ‘Extreme’ — an $18,000 4-wheel-
drive wheelchair customised to Darryl's needs.

The NJT would like to be able to increase the
quantum of financial support it offers injured
jockeys and expand the range of services it

offers to include:
4 Darryl Johnston

Jockey, quadriplegic following a race fall

Photo: Scott Burrage www. scottburrage.com.au

rehabilitation
family support

counselling
retraining and
vocational support.
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Go to www.njt.org.au and...

Email the Racing Minister in your state — ask them
to fund the National Jockeys Trust to support
injured jockeys.

Make a donation, it's tax deductible.

On Melbourne Cup Day, give 5% of your winnings
or office sweepstake to injured jockeys.
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4. The monument ‘Fallen Jockey’, which stands
at Caulfield Racecourse
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NATIONAL JOCKEYS TRUST

Cover photo courtesy of Mark Bradley, Bradley Photographers.
Thanks to Jenny Evans for photography on inside left and back pages.

Australian Jockeys Association
PO Box 800,

Castle Hill,

NSW 1765

Web: www.njt.org.au Email: njt@australianjockeys.org



