
 
 
 
 

 

Resolution  
 

 
 
 
SUBJECT: Burma 
 
 
The ACTU Congress re-states its commitment to supporting the restoration of 
democracy and human rights in Burma. We acknowledge the courage of trade 
union activists whose organisations are banned and activities criminalised, and 
that of the leading role of the Federated Trade Unions of Burma (FTUB). 
 
The ACTU Congress supports the international union campaign of divestment and 
encourages Australian superannuation funds to review all investments relating to 
Burma and support workers’ capital strategies including shareholder activism. 
 
The ACTU Congress notes that the military junta, the State Peace and 
Development Council (SPDC) has announced national elections for 2010. Over 
2100 political prisoners remain in detention, including those who have stood up 
for workers’ rights. The junta has denied key political leaders, including Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi the right to participate in the elections, as candidates or even 
to cast a ballot. The Constitution will entrench military rule and continue to 
deny democratic rights, dignity and security to the people of Burma.  
 
The ACTU calls on the Australian Government to press for the immediate release 
of all political prisoners, to support the review of the Constitution as called for 
by the democracy movement, oppose the election that institutionalises a 
constitution that perpetuates military domination and provides impunity for the 
military’s crimes against humanity.  
 
The ACTU demands that the SPDC respect fundamental human rights including 
ILO core labour standards; eliminate forced labour, child labour and 
discrimination and respect the rights to organise and collectively bargain.  
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