
 
 
 
 

 

Resolution  
 

 
 
 
SUBJECT: The Pacific  
 
 
The ACTU Congress acknowledges the impact of the global financial crisis and of 
climate change intensifying the ongoing challenges facing workers and 
communities in the Pacific Island Countries (PICs) in the context of poverty, lack 
of employment opportunities, decent work and of infrastructure both in the 
countries and across the region.  
 
The ACTU acknowledges the key policies of the Australian Government and the 
Pacific Island Forum leaders for economic development through integrating the 
Pacific Island Countries into the global economy.  
 
The ACTU recommends a thorough economic and social impact assessment on 
workers, women and specific sectoral industries is required to plan a strategy for 
growth, prior to beginning negotiations for the PACER Plus trade agreement. 
 
The ACTU calls on the Australian Government to fully consider decent work 
which includes employment generation, workers’ rights and the promotion of 
social protection in the integration of aid, development and trade policies for 
the Pacific. Australian Government commitments to capacity building should 
include the PIC governments, civil society, and trade unions.  
 
The ACTU acknowledges the political crisis in Fiji, Tonga and the Solomon 
Islands. The realisation of democratic rights requires freedom of speech, a free 
and independent media and judiciary and respect for workers’ rights. The ACTU 
calls upon the Australian Government to support and assist the restoration of 
democracy in Fiji, and the establishment of democracy in Tonga, to achieve a 
sustainable peace and development in the region.  
 
The ACTU recognises the crucial role of the South Pacific and Oceania Council of 
Trade Unions (SPOCTU) as the voice of working people in the Pacific.  
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